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A. L. A. NEWS 


RURAL LIBRARY EXTENSION 
CONFERENCE 


group of forty men and women, 
A comprising agricultural and edu- 
cational leaders from all parts of 
the country, representatives of agri- 
cultural industries, the Committee on 
Library Extension and the President 
and Secretary of the A. L. A., met 
around a big oval table at the Union 
League Club, Chicago, March 26, and 
discussed methods of promoting the 
spread of county libraries. Among the 
agencies represented were the United 
States Bureau of Education, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Federal Board 
of Vocational Education, the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, General Edu- 
cation Board, National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, General Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, Julius Rosen- 
wald Fund, American Banker’s Associa- 
tion Agricultural Commission, Kiwanis 


and Rotary, International Harvester, 
Armour and Company, the Agricultural 
Committee of the Chicago Association of 
Commerce and American Farming. 
The presiding officer was J. O. 
Modisette, chairman of the Louisiana 
Library Commission. President East- 
man expressed the greetings of the 
A. L. A. Brief talks were made by the 
new Commissioner of Education of the 
United States, William J. Cooper, John 
D. Willard of the American Association 
for Adult Education, Chairman C. B. 
Lester, Milton J. Ferguson (just re- 
turned from making a library survey of 
South Africa) and Carl H. Milam. 
Professor J. H. Kolb of the University 
of Wisconsin College of Agriculture 
served as leader for the informal dis- 
cussion which began at luncheon and 
continued through the afternoon and 
evening. Every guest contributed the 
experience of his or her organization, 
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Mrs. Sewell of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation, for example, ex- 
pressing the eagerness of the farm 
women for cultural advantages for 
themselves and their children. 

Many practical offers of help were 
made. The trend of the discussion was 
summarized by the Committee on Li- 
brary Extension, meeting in business 
session the next day, as follows: 

“The interest evidenced by rural lead- 
ers in conference with the Library Ex- 
tension Committee of the American 


Library Association enforces the convic- 

tion: 

“1. That the rural people demand equal 
educational and cultural opportuni- 
ties with their urban neighbors ; 

“2. That this equality can best be had 
through the establishment of county 
libraries adequately supported by 


public funds under trained li- 
brarians ; 
“3. That county appropriations for 


county library service must be sup- 
plemented and stimulated by state 
and federal aid, and, at this early 
stage of the movement, by gifts of 
individuals and organizations and 
grants from educational founda- 
tions ; 

“4, That demonstration county libraries 
in every state would prove the 
value of the service ; 

5. That information about county li- 
brary service must be spread 
through the press, the farm jour- 
nals, by exhibits and leaflets, by 
speakers and field agents; and 


“6. That all national and state agencies 
concerned with rural progress share 
the opportunity and the responsi- 
bility for furthering county library 
development.” 


NEW SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Since the last report in the February 
Bulletin, the following have taken sus- 
taining memberships in the A. L. A.: 


D. Appleton and Company, New York; 
Chester C. Bolton, Cleveland; Cyrus S. 
Eaton, Cleveland; Henry Holt and 
Company, New York; J. B. Lippincott 
Company, Philadelphia; Frank G. Lo- 
gan, Chicago; Macmillan and Company, 
New York; C. N. Osborne, Cleveland, 
and G. A. Tomlinson, Cleveland. 

The four new sustaining members 
from Cleveland were secured through 
the efforts of Linda A. Eastman, presi- 
dent of the A. L. A. 


SUMMER SESSIONS IN LIBRARY 
SCIENCE 


The Board of Education for Librari- 
anship has received announcements from 
the following accredited summer ses- 
sions, stating that courses in library sci- 
ence will be offered in 1929: University 
of Buffalo, Carnegie Library School 
( Pittsburgh), Colorado College of Agri- 
culture, Columbia University, Univer- 
sity of Georgia, University of Illinois, 
Indiana State Library Commission, Uni- 
versity of Iowa, Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity (cooperating with the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library), Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, McGill University, University of 
Michigan, University of North Caro- 
lina, University of Oklahoma, Univer- 
sity of Oregon, Syracuse University 
and Temple University. 

The University of Wisconsin will 
conduct a two weeks’ summer confer- 
ence for librarians instead of the usual 
summer course. 


NEW A. L. A. COMMITTEES 
New committees recently appointed 
are the Committee on Fire Insurance, 
O. R. Howard Thomson, chairman; 
the Committee to Consider the Library 
in Relation to the City Manager Form 
of Government, Sidney B. Mitchell, 
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chairman; the Editorial Board of the 
Journal of Discussion, George A. 
Works, chairman. The Committee on 
the Journal of Discussion has been dis- 
charged. The large Committee on the 
Classification of Library Personnel has 
been discharged, and a small committee, 
of which Arthur E. Bostwick is chair- 
man, has been appointed. 


EUROPEAN TOUR 

F. W. Faxon, chairman of the 
A. L. A Travel Committee, reports that 
ten persons have already paid the first 
deposit toward the special tour in con- 
nection with the first world’s Library 
and Bibliographical Congress in Rome 
and Venice in June. (See February 
Bulletin.) He urges those intending to 
go to send him as soon as possible an 


initial deposit of $60. The total cost of 
the tour is $860. 


NOTE 

Any members of the A. L. A. who 
have papers or resolutions for the 
first world’s Library and Bibliographical 
Congress, Rome and Venice June 15-30, 
1929, are asked to notify the secretary 
of the A. L. A. at once of the subject of 
their communications, if they have not 
already done so directly or through Mr. 
Bishop or Mr. Koch. Complete copies 
of the communications should be sent to 
the secretary of the A. L. A. as soon as 
possible, certainly before May 1. This 
request is made on behalf of Dr. Isak 
Collijn of Stockholm, president of the 
International Library and Bibliograph- 
ical Committee. 


MORE CONFERENCE NEWS 


POST-CONFERENCE MOTOR TOUR 
OF VIRGINIA 

This excursion, almost entirely by 
motor, gives some of the most beautiful 
scenery in Virginia, as well as visits to 
many historical spots. 

The cost per person, two in a room 
at hotels and on the steamer, is $60.00, 
including all expenses, transportation, 
hotels, meals, admissions, etc. Those 
desiring a room alone at the three hotels 
(four nights) and on the steamer, add 
$5.00. Those desiring room with bath at 
the three hotels (four nights) add $3.00. 

The party is arranged to arrive in 
Washington in time so that those travel- 
ing to the convention on a fare-and-one- 
half ticket can reach home within the 
limit of that ticket, midnight of May 24. 


May 18, 1:30 p.m. Motor buses leave Wil- 
lard Hotel, Washington, by way of Fair- 
fax and the Battlefield of Bull Run, 
arriving at Luray for evening dinner. The 
Caverns of Luray will be inspected by elec- 


tric light that evening. Hotel: Mansion Inn, 
Luray, Va. 

May 19, 9 a.m. Leave Luray for Natural 
Bridge, going up through the Shenandoah 
Valley between the Blue Ridge and Alle- 
gheny Mountains. Lunch at Staunton, the 
birthplace of Woodrow Wilson. Sunday 
afternoon or evening, choice of admission 
to Natural Bridge. Hotel: Natural Bridge 
Hotel, Natural Bridge, Va. 

May 20. Leave for Richmond, by way of 
Charlottesville, with visits to Monticello, 
home of Thomas Jefferson, and to the 
University of Virginia at Charlottesville. 
Hotel, May 20-21: Murphy’s Hotel, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

May 21. Sight-seeing trip in Richmond, with 
visits to libraries and Confederate Museum, 
and excursion to the battlefields. 

May 22, 9 a.m. Leave Richmond, stopping 
at old Jamestown; lunch at Williamsburg, 
with visit to the College of William and 
Mary. Arrive Old Point Comfort mid- 
afternoon, with opportunity to visit Fortress 
Monroe. Dinner at Chamberlin-Vanderbilt 
Hotel. Hotel: Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel, 
Old Point Comfort, Va. 7 p. m. Leave by 
night boat for Washington. 


May 23. Arrive Washington, 7 a.m. 
Registration for the trip should be 
made with F. W. Faxon, 83 Francis St., 
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Boston, Mass., by sending first payment 
of $10.00 on or before May 1; re- 
mainder payable to him May 9. The 
party is limited to a minimum of twenty- 
five, the capacity of one bus, and not 
over sixty will be booked. 


MORE TRAVEL NOTES 

The St. Louis party will leave on 
Train 30 by the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
on Sunday, May 12, at 12:02 p. m., ar- 
riving in Washington 12:30 p. m., 
Monday. 

Reservation for Pullman berth in spe- 
cial car should be sent to C. H. Comp- 
ton, Public Library, St. Louis. A lower 
berth is $9.00 and an upper $7.20. Check 
should accompany reservation and be 
sent before May 1. 


For those wishing to arrive in time 


for section meetings on Monday morn- 
ing, reservations will be made on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Train 154, leav- 
ing St. Louis at 4:50 p. m., Saturday, 
May 11, and arriving in Washington at 
6:40 p. m., Sunday. If sufficient reser- 
vations are received, a special car will 
be assigned ; otherwise it will be neces- 
sary to change trains at Harrisburg 
where a thirty minute stop is made. 
C. H. Compton. 


READ BEFORE YOU TRAVEL! 

Members going to Washington, who 
wish to spend their free time in the 
most profitable way, should read the 
May-June, 1928, issue of Special Libra- 
ries. It is a veritable Baedeker of Wash- 
ington libraries and other points of 
interest in Washington. 


A. L. A. SECTION NEWS 


AGRICULTURAL LIBRARIES 
SECTION 
Organized December, 1911 

The Section held its first meeting at 
Ottawa, Canada, in June, 1912. In 
looking back over the years in which 
the Section has been in existence it will 
be seen that it has to its credit a con- 
siderable number of papers on the prob- 
lems of agricultural libraries, which are 
a useful addition to the literature of li- 
brary economy. It was through its 
presentation to H. W. Wilson of the 
need that agricultural libraries had for 
a periodical index to the literature of 
agriculture, that he was induced to begin 
the Agricultural Index. 

The Section was responsible for the 
inauguration of the publication “‘Agri- 
cultural Library Notes” issued by Clari- 
bel R. Barnett, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, which has proved an ex- 


ceedingly useful current aid. It has 
helped, at least to some extent, in the 
development of agricultural libraries, 
and has promoted agricultural bibli- 
ographical work. Many opportunities 
for increased usefulness are confronted 
at this time, and it is hoped that at least 
some of these may be realized within a 
few years. 

There are no separate dues for mem- 
bership in the Section. The chairman 
of the Section for this year is Mary E. 
Baker, University of Tennessee, Knox- 
ville. 

Mary G. Lacy, Secretary. 


CATALOG SECTION 
Organized in 1900 
The regional groups of catalogers 
have become an almost indispensable aid 
to the Catalog Section. The first group, 
that of the catalogers of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, held its first meeting in 
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November 1921 under the leadership of 
Mrs. J. T. Jennings. This group has 
held three meetings annually since that 


date. The value of some sort of an 
organization among catalogers was offi- 
cially recognized in Article 8 of the 
Constitution of the A. L. A. Catalog 
Section, which was adopted at the Hot 
Springs Conference in 1923. This arti- 
cle provided for the formation through- 
out the country of regional groups to be 
affiliated with the Catalog Section. The 
credit for the organization of the New 
York City group in 1923 should go to 
Margaret Mann. 

At the Saratoga Conference in 1924, 
the movement had already become so 
widespread that delegates of ten groups 
met together to discuss common prob- 
lems. As a result a committee on 
regional groups was formed in 1924 by 
the Catalog Section. This Committee 
now consists of seven district chairmen 
for the United States and Canada and 
about fifteen active regional groups are 
in existence. 

The duties of these groups vary 
greatly. In some sections of the coun- 
try meetings are held to allow catalogers 
to become acquainted so that they may 
talk over common problems; in other 
sections constructive work along the 
lines of cooperative cataloging is going 
on. In 1925 the different groups rallied 
to T. F. Currier’s call to protest against 
the report on salaries and classification 
of personnel relating to catalogers in the 


Telford Report. The majority of the 
groups took action so promptly that the 
Report, when finally formulated, repre- 
sented the profession of cataloging as 
being on a much higher plane than had 
been originally outlined. 

Without the existence of the Catalog 
Section such a chain of groups would 
never have been possible. The logical 
method of reimbursing the Section for 
its splendid work in the past, as well as 
its hope for expansion in the future, 
is to have each group see that catalogers 
pay annual dues of fifty cents regularly. 
Dues for the current year should be sent 
to Grace Kelley, John Crerar Library, 
Chicago. 

HELEN K. Starr, Chairman, 
Catalog Section. 

Harriet D. MAcPHERson, Chairman, 
Committee on Regional Groups. 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS 
SECTION 

Organized November, 1900 
Our section was organized in Novem- 
ber, 1900. Its object, as stated in the 
present constitution, is to promote per- 
sonal acquaintance and _ cooperation 
among those interested in library work 
with children and to make possible 
closer organization and wider discussion 
in this field than is afforded at the gen- 
eral sessions of the American Library 
Association; in other words, quoted 
from the proposed new constitution, 
“the object is the advancement of all 

library work for boys and girls.” 


Membership 
Our membership is not limited to 
those directly engaged in library work 
with children, but our ranks are open to 
all members of the American Library 
Association, who are interested in li- 
brary work with children. Our dues are 


eee. 





BULLETIN 67 


fifty cents a year, payable to the treas- 
urer, Helen M. Reynolds, Public Li- 
brary, Detroit, Mich. This year, with 
Julia F. Carter, of Cincinnati, as chair- 
man of our Membership Committee, we 
have had a very successful membership 
campaign—one hundred and fourteen 
new members and ten states yet to be 
heard from. By the time the new year- 
book goes to press, we hope to have a 
roll of seven hundred members. 


The Year’s Activities 

Outside of the regular work of our 
standing committees, the Book Produc- 
tion Committee, the Book Evaluation 
Committee, and the Professional Train- 
ing Committee, we have engaged in a 
number of activities this year. The An- 
niversary list, a selection of important 
children’s books published in America 
during the last thirty years, 1898-1928, 
which can be purchased for one hundred 
dollars, has been published and distrib- 
uted to members. Children’s books for 
general reading, compiled at the request 
of the Section in 1924 by Effie L. 
Power, has been revised. Each month, 
the Elementary English Review has pub- 
lished an article, written by some well 
known children’s librarian. This series 
of articles, concerned for the most part 
with criticisms of new juvenile books 
and publications, has been sponsored by 
our section, under the direction of Helen 
Martin, chairman of our Book Evalu- 
ation Committee. In November, we 
published our annual bulletin. Another 
annual responsibility is selecting the 
book for the Newbery medal, which is 
awarded to the author of the most dis- 
tinguished contribution to American 
literature for children, published during 
the year. 

We have cooperated with the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Work with Chil- 








dren, in preparing for publication the 
Children’s library yearbook, for which 
a number of prominent members of the 
profession have sent contributions. In 
addition to these, there is a very per- 
tinent article by Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher, who is keenly interested in li- 
brary work for children. We have also 
lent our support to this A. L. A. Com- 
mittee in the preparation of the exhibit 
for the International Conference on 
Education to be held in July, 1929, at 
Geneva. This exhibit will graphically 
depict library service for children in the 
public and school libraries of this coun- 
try. A smaller exhibit along the same 
lines is being prepared for the first 
world’s Library and_ Bibliographical 
Conference convening in Rome and 
Venice in June. 

We are planning a most interesting 
program for the Washington Confer- 
ence. If you are interested, you are 
most cordially invited to join our sec- 
tion, and attend our sessions. 

Carrie E. Scott, Chairman. 


COLLEGE AND REFERENCE 
SECTION 


First Meeting, 1889 

Do you know that this year is the: 
fortieth anniversary of the founding of 
the College and Reference Section? Do 
you know that the College and Refer- 
ence Section is the oldest surviving sec- 
tion of the A. L. A.? The only other 
section existing in 1889 was the Pub- 
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lishing Section which was later super- 
seded. 

Do you know what Herbert Putnam 
has been doing in the last few years in 
making the Library of Congress a re- 
search center for scholars? Have you 
seen the special book stalls erected for 
those who desire to use rare books? All 
of us will want similar facilities for our 
own libraries as soon as we can obtain 
them. Let’s all go to Washington! 

Do you know that Washington is be- 
coming the greatest research center in 
the U. S.? Are you able to advise your 
faculty where to go for special work 
along certain lines? 

The College and Reference Section, 
although old in years, is young and 
vigorous in action. Note the first Year- 
book which will be issued by the Section 
this year ; also Dean Works’ survey, due 
in part to the activities of the members 
of the Section; and the A. L. A. publi- 
cation about to be issued on budgets, 
compensation plans and standards for 
university libraries ; and also the attempt 
by Mr. Mitchell’s committee to define 
“professional assistant,” a term which 
has been used with widely different 
meaning by both university and public 
libraries. Can you afford not to have a 
part in these activities? Send one dol- 
lar for membership in the College and 
Reference Section to James A. McMil- 
len, Louisiana State University, 
Rouge. 


Jaton 


CHARLES H. Brown, Director. 
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COUNTY LIBRARIES SECTION 
Organized May, 1928 

The objects of the Section are to pro- 
mote personal acquaintance and cooper- 
ation among those who are interested 
in library service to the county, parish 
or similar governmental units, to discuss 
and study problems relating to library 
extension within such units, and to dis- 
seminate information as to the best solu- 
tions of these problems. 

The dues are fifty cents a year, pay- 
able to Margaret E. Wright, Cuyahoga 
County Libraries, Public Library, Cleve- 
land. If preferred, a payment of $1.00 
may be made at this time which will 
cover the dues to June, 1930. 

LotetaA DAwson FyAn, President. 


LENDING SECTION 

Organized June, 1920 
Although the meeting at- 
tracts a large group of people, it is 
planned to make the meeting as informal 
as possible this year. The Chairman 
will welcome suggested subjects for the 
open discussion. If 


Section 


you have done 
something unique in your circulation 
work, please let us hear about it. 

Mae C. Anpers, Chairman. 


PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
SECTION 
Organized June, 1909 

The general topic of the meeting on 
Tuesday evening, May 14, at the Wash- 
ington Conference will be “Some 
Teaching Problems in the Professional 
Training of the Librarian.” The follow- 
ing topics have been selected for special 
attention: “Some Outstanding Features 
of Training Class Instruction,” Julia 
Hopkins, Brooklyn Public Library; 
“Specialized Cataloging in a One Year 
Library School,’ Margaret Mann, Uni- 
versity of Michigan; “Some Vital Con- 
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siderations in the Training of the 
School Librarian,” Speaker to be an- 
nounced ; “Brief Comments on the First 
Year’s Work of the Advanced Graduate 
Library School, University of Chicago.” 

Time will be given for consideration 
of each subject. 

Frances H. Kerry, Chairman. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 
Organized January, 1915 

The growing importance of the school 
library is attested by the choice of 
school library administration as the sub- 
ject of discussion by the A. L. A. Coun- 
cil in December, by the proposal to 
establish a school library department at 
Headquarters, by the success of the 
Yearbooks, by the appearance of The 
library in the school, by Lucile F. Far- 
go, as one of the new textbooks, and by 
the lengthening column of references in 
the Readers’ Guide. 


The Treasury 

We are growing in numbers but not 
in funds. Many do not realize that the 
expenses of the Section are met by an- 
nual membership dues of fifty cents. 
Remittances should be sent to the Sec- 
retary, Helen Harris, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. If two or more 
school librarians are conveniently near 
together they might combine their dues 
in a single check. 


Scrapbooks 

An interchange of ideas and methods 
in which all can share whether they at- 
tend the Conference or not is made pos- 
sible by the loan collection of school 
library scrapbooks. A new supply is 
needed by the Publicity Department of 
the A. L. A., as the present books are 
tattered and torn from much use. For 
specifications and further information, 
write to Althea M. Currin, chairman of 








the Bibliography and Scrapbook Com- 
mittee, Glenville High School, Cleve- 
land, O. 


MaryorreE VAN Deusen, Chairman. 


TRAINING CLASS SECTION 
Organized January, 1925 

Early in December of the past year, 
the officers of this Section sent a circu- 
lar letter to its members asking for sug- 
gestions for the program for the annual 
meeting. The inquiry brought many in- 
teresting requests and also revealed the 
fact that some of the smaller libraries 
are discontinuing their training classes. 
It is hoped that the librarians of these 
libraries will continue their membership 
and interest in the Section. There may 
be other libraries which are establishing 
new courses. The librarians and direc- 
tors of training in these libraries are 
urged to become members of the Sec- 
tion. The membership dues are fifty 
cents a year. Applications may be sent 
to Nora Crimmins, Public Library, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

So many subjects were suggested for 
the program that it was difficult to make 
a selection. The ones chosen are those 
which had the widest appeal. The sub- 
ject, “Content and Method of Teaching 
Book Courses,” will be presented by the 
reading of a brief, informal letter from 
Helen E. Haines of Pasadena. The dis- 
cussion following will be led by Carl 
B. Roden, Public Library, Chicago, 
Julia A. Hopkins, Public Library 
Brooklyn, and Helen Harris, University 
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of Tennessee. The second subject, 
“What Is the Most Practicable Method 
of Training Assistants in the Small and 
Medium Sized Library,” will be covered 
in a paper by Elizabeth Smith, Public 
Library, Albany. The merits of the 
regional training class, the cooperative 


training class and the apprentice class 
will be compared and evaluated. Fol- 
lowing the paper, the meeting will be 
open for general, informal discussion. 
IpA LANGE ParKER, Chairman. 


TRUSTEES SECTION 


See page 72 


RECENT SALARY FIGURES 
NEED FOR EXTENSION AND INTERPRETATION 


HE table “Salary Statistics for 

Small Public Libraries” printed in 
the February Bulletin emphasizes as 
possibly no previous table has empha- 
sized the insufficiency of the informa- 
tion covered by the present form. For 
salary figures, presented in a way that 
fails to make obvious at a glance the 
relation between the amounts paid and 
the work secured, might well prove 
dynamite if presented by a librarian to 
a Board one or more of whose members 
were infected with the economy virus 
sloganized by recent high national ex- 
ecutives. Few librarians would care to 
present the present table to their Boards 
without accompanying it with several 
pages of interpretative comment; com- 
ment only possible as the result of sev- 
eral hours of study, the casting up of 
columns and the figuring of averages 
and percentages. 

In an endeavor to make the table a 
cross section of the present salary chaos, 
the Committee that compiled the table 
included in it libraries of all degrees of 
efficiency and inefficiency. One library 
in a city of 43,000 pays its librarian 
$480 a year, another in a city of 45,000 
pays its librarian $5,000. One library’s 
annual per capita income is $1.67; 
another’s less than $.02. One library 
circulates so few books that it appar- 
ently prefers to make no report of that 


part of its work; another circulates 11.1 
volumes per annum per capita. 

As the executive of one of the li- 
braries included in the table, I prepared 
interpretative notes to accompany it 
when submitting it to my Board. The 
A. L. A., having expressed a willingness 
to print them pro bonum publica, I give 
them below and follow them with sug- 
gestions, both of advisable additions to 
future tables and changes in format. 


GENERAL COMMENTS 
There are thirty-six cities represented 
in the list selected from all sections of 
the United States; some are rendering 
brilliant service, some doing average 
work, some rendering such inadequate 
aid to their clienteles, that their inclu- 
sion can only be justified by the Com- 
mittee’s desire to portray actual facts 

rather than to issue propaganda. 

Population Served 


| nee ty Seana ee 1,511,892 
I ions in Ka. am ona weed 63,000 
PEE RE Go a ce aiaid Ste cdereilie pho arg ateiee 17,247 
RE Ao. era a nianaadign aw aut 41,997 
Income of Libraries 

MME, cai. edna esa gumenee tena $1,062,109.25 
ee. ee ae 1.67 
Se ge ee ee 02 
NE int iene anak oe cha eaestine we 70 

Note: Butte, Mont., fails to report 


income but as its salary expenditure is 
$15,700 its total income has been esti- 
mated at $35,000. 

Six cities spend $1.00 or more per 
annum per capita; twelve cities (or 


a 





—— 
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34%) 80 cents or more per annum per 
capita. 

The low average per capita expendi- 
ture is caused partly by the inclusion 
of Pensacola that spends but $.02 per 
annum and Jackson that spends but $.15 
per annum. 


Circulation 
MU 54s. tanned annoe 8,091,372. vols. 
Piswnest per Capita... ....scccceese 11.1 vols. 
DOWER OOF COs .c icc cccrccissccee 1.2 vols. 


Average 
Note: Pensacola failing to report cir- 
culation was of necessity eliminated in 
figuring circulation per capitas and aver- 
ages. 
Percent of Total Income Spent on 


Staff Salaries 
Total expenditure 


PE: CONE, cs ca ce Wwns Sedckue ues 66.0 
Ee CONE ods dacs ansaunseaasaeaaen 33.3 
REE oi cS xan ddadsne bene waco eed 47.2 


Note: The circulation figures would 
indicate that economy in size and re- 
muneration of staff rarely pays. Ability 
and alertness will secure greater work 
out of 40,000 volumes than incompe- 
tency and inertness out of 100,000 
volumes. 


Salaries of Chief Librarian 


Men 
DURA. os cmcnemeienieaek wk eee eee $5,000 
OS RT Ey Ee eee 1,920 
TES: oi cdc cnnotawseaceaanneceen 3,524 
Women 
SR ee Pe $3,600 
ESET MCR ree eee 1,020 
I. occ cece hens RAN awe cane at 2,371 
Note: The separation of Chief Li- 


brarian salaries into those paid to men 
and those paid to women was made to 
see if women doing the same work as 
men were paid the same salaries. Evi- 
dently they are not. The library profes- 
sion cannot but be hurt by such a condi- 
tion. The acceptance of less than just 
remuneration by women is not only un- 
fair to themselves but tends through its 
influence in keeping down the pay roll 
percentage, to prevent the entrance into 


the profession of possible and desirable 
co-workers of the other sex. Of the 
thirty-six libraries in the list, but five 
apparently are administered by male 
executives. 

The Pensacola salary has been omitted 
as it probably represents part-time em- 
ployment. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

Additional Columns: To the columns 
in the present table, four should be 
added : 

1. Special positions. This column is 
necessary as the personnel classification 
used relegates to foot-notes (only 
studied by inveterate delvers after fact) 
all assistant librarians and many other 
of the better paid positions. In the pres- 
ent table eight salaries ranging from 
$1,500 to $2,700 do not appear in the 
main tables. 

2. Per capita circulation. Per capita 
figures are of more importance than 
mass numbers: they should be available 
to librarians and Board members with- 
out figuring. 

3. Per capita income. The same 
comment applies to per capita income as 
to per capita circulation. The value of 
this sort of information would be in- 
creased if instead of “income” actual 
expenditures were listed. , 

4. Percent spent on library salaries. 
This is an important figure and the com- 
monest question put by a Board Mem- 
ber is “How much of our money should 
be spent on salaries?” 

Alterations in Format 

All columns should have footings ; 
either totals or averages as called for. 

The table would be of more service to 
librarians and Boards if the libraries 
were printed in the order of their per 
capita circulation or per capita expendi- 
tures instead of alphabetically. It would 
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bring the libraries doing good work to- 
gether and illustrate as no other method 
could the relation between service and 
income. 

The tables when printed should be 
available as separates so that any libra- 


FACTS FOR 


A WELCOME TO TRUSTEES 
N behalf of the Board of Trustees 
of the Public Library of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia I take pleasure in 
extending a special welcome to the trus- 
tees of other libraries and in inviting 
their attendance at the A. L. A. Con- 
ference in May. 

As citizens we take satisfaction in the 
fact that the A. L. A. is again to meet 
in Washington to enjoy the growing 
interest and beauty of the capital city, 
and as library trustees we call attention 
to the numerous and varied libraries of 
Washington which we think you will 
find worthy of attention and study. We 
anticipate with pleasure the opportunity 
the Conference will afford for the con- 
sideration of those library problems 
which press upon library trustees, and 
from the discussion of which much 
inspiration and practical aid should be 
obtained. 

As many members as possible of the 
3oard of -Library Trustees of our 
Library will attend the sessions of the 
Conference, including 
Trustees Section. 

TuHeopore W. Noyes, President, 
Board of Library Trustees, 
Public Library, D. C. 
THE TRUSTEES SECTION 

“The future of the Trustees Section 
will depend a great deal on whether or 
not the trustees from libraries through- 
out the country will take enough interest 
in it to make it a real force,” writes 


those of the 


rian could buy, at a reasonable cost in 
a handy form, as many copies as he de- 
sired for his Board. 
O. R. Howarp THOMSON, 
James V. Brown Library, 
Williamsport, Pa. 
TRUSTEES 
Charles Cassel, chairman of the Section, 
in reply to a request for a note, for this, 
the annual Section number of the 
Bulletin. “It is our purpose in the com- 
ing Conference at \Washington to stress 
the idea of state or sectional organiza- 
tion for trustees, along with other mat- 
ters in connection with the program. It 
is possible, also, that some more definite 
plan will be proposed at the Conference 
in order that programs may be provided 
which will stimulate greater interest in 
the Section.” 
The Trustees Section is one of the 
oldest sections of the Association. It 
has had a permanent organization since 


1890. 


CHECKING RESULTS 

One of the most important duties of 
trustees is to test their libraries from 
time to order to determine 
whether their community is receiving ef- 
ficient library The general 
knowledge of library work that will en- 
able trustees to check results may be ob- 
tained by reading a good library period- 
ical, by visiting other libraries when 
traveling, by attending library meetings, 
and by reading books on library matters. 
Membership in the local library associa- 
tion and in the American Library Asso- 
ciation is not only an aid to the trustee, 
but such membership also helps to ad- 
vance the general program of library 
service in all communities. 

From The trustee and his library. 


time in 


service. 





| 
| 
| 








A. L. A. PUBLICATIONS 


GUIDE TO REFERENCE BOOKS 

Despite the fact that the A. L. A. 
will not move its offices until May first, 
it has already received its first piece of 
mail addressed to 520 North Michigan 
Avenue—an order for the new edition 
of the Guide to reference books. 


ANNIVERSARIES AND HOLIDAYS 

The librarian who has not yet pur- 
chased Anniversaries and _ holidays 
should turn to the interesting and enter- 
taining review of the book which ap- 


pears in School and Society for March 2. 
SCHOOL LIBRARY EXHIBIT 

In cooperation with the Education 
Committee, School Section 
and Cleveland librarians the 
A. L. A. made a school library exhibit at 
the meeting of the N. E. A. Department 
of Superintendence, February 23-28, 
held in Cleveland. 


Libraries 
school 


There was an en- 
couraging evidence of interest on the 
part of school administrators. Hundreds 
of superintendents and others visited 
the A. L. A. booth and discussed school 
library matters. Acknowledgment is due 
those who cooperated in the exhibit in- 
cluding the Yawman and Erbe Manu- 
facturing Company, which very gener- 
ously lent its small model library. This 
miniature room with its miniature fur- 
niture and equipment attracted much 
attention and contributed greatly to the 
success of the exhibit. 


THE WORKER AND THE LIBRARY 

The worker and the library published 
in January is already in its second print- 
ing. The first printing of 20,000 copies 
was quickly sold out. 

In connection with cash prizes offered 
by the Vermont Library Association, 
H. J. Conant, president of the Associa- 
tion and State Librarian, is urging the 
use of two A. L. A. publications, The 
library and the community and The 
worker and the library. The prize is to 
be awarded next fall at the Association’s 
annual meeting to the librarian in the 
state who increases the usefulness of his 
library most. The first prize of $100 is 
contributed by the Home 
Companion. 


Woman's 


READING WITH A PURPOSE 
NOTES 
and Journalism are the 
two Reading with a Purpose courses 
scheduled for April first. The latter, 
which was to have appeared in March, 
is the first course in the series treating 
a more practical, utilitarian subject. 
Forthcoming courses include one on ad- 
vertising which will appear in May. 
* * * 


Economics 


Additional copies of the circular ad- 
vertising Adventures in flower garden- 
ing are still available for free distribu- 
tion. Libraries wishing copies should 
write A. L. A. Headquarters indicating 
the number of circulars needed. 


SALARY STATISTICS 


Small College Libraries 


The American Library Association Commit- 
tee on Salaries, Insurance and Annuities here- 
with presents the first tabulation for small 
college libraries. The colleges included, with 
few exceptions, are those having a_ student 
enrollment of 300 to 500. 
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Questionnaires were sent to fifty-one col- 
leges in this group extending from Maine to 
California. Replies were received from forty, 
seventeen of which requested that the infor- 
mation be considered as confidential, leaving 
twenty-three to be considered. These salaries 
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are now actually being paid and not mere 
schedules. 

The last canvas relative to the rank of the 
librarian within the college personnel was 
made in 1922 for the Midwest meeting of the 
College Section of the A. L. A. A comparison 
of results then with this questionnaire shows 
splendid progress in the librarian’s position in 
the small college as well as the increase in 
salaries paid. Nineteen out of the forty re- 
plies give the librarian full professional rank 
with an average salary of $2080.33. Some of 
the libraries have progressed to the point of 


having one or more professional assistants and 
all use more or less student help, probably in 
general a scheme of student aid in the indi- 
vidual colleges. 

There is at present one agency through 
which colleges may be placed on an annuity 
basis: the Carnegie Endowment for the Ad- 
vancement of Teaching. Very few of the 
small colleges have been able financially to 
meet the requirements, hence at present there 
is practically no provision for retirement 
funds. 

The title, “Professional Assistant,” may be 


SALARY STATISTICS | 
Compiled by the A. L. A. Committee on 


Salaries in effect 


Rank — : 
Professor Administrative 







































































Professional Assistants 
Library Place Librarian cer No. Min. Max 
Agnes Scott College Decatur, Ga. 2300 Yes! ESR 1 752 
Bethany College Bethany, W. Va. 2100 Yes! 
Centre College Danville, Ky. 1500 ? Yes 
Colby College Waterville, Me. 3600 Yes 1 1200 
Concordia College Moorhead, Minn. 1700 
Drury College Springfield, Mo. 3150 Yes 13 787.50 
Emporia College Emporia, Kan. 2000 Yes 
Hamilton College Clinton, N. Y. 5000 Yes 2 1500 1800 
Hanover College Hanover, Ind. 2000° Yes 1 5008 
Hiram College Hiram, O. 2000 Yes 1 1000 
Illinois College Jacksonville, Ill. 2000 Yes!0 
Iowa Wesleyan College Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 1212 Yes!0 a 720 
James Millikin Univ. Deca tur, Ill. 2500 Yes 1 1400 
McKendree College Lebanon, Ill. 1800 Yes 
Marietta College Marietta, O. 2550 Yes 1 4502 
Park College Parkville, Mo. 2000 Yes! 
Reed College Portland, Ore. 2300 Yes 1 1600 
Shurtleff College Alton, Ill. 2160 Yes! 
Transylvania College Lexington, Ky. 1800 Yes 
Wabash College Crawfordsville, Ind. Yes 1 
Wake Forest College Wake Forest, N.C. 1850 Yes 2 800 1500 
Wells College Aurora, N. Y. 2800 Yes 2 1800 2000 
Willamette Univ. Salem, Ore. 1900 Yes 2 1400? 





! Associate professor, Instructor, or Faculty standing. 





21 month for cataloging, or part time. 

3 Hours per week. 

4 Also part-time assistant at $300. 

5 Carnegie Endowment for the Advancement of Teaching. 
® Group life, in general includes Librarian only. 

7 Salary per month. 

§ Nine months, additional for extra time. 

® 1 day per week. 

10 Allowed vote in faculty. 
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used to designate those members of the staff 
of a small college library who have: 


1. A bachelor’s degree, with one year of 


to four years of college work, plus 
five years of experience in a library 
of recognized professional standing. 





professional education; or 

A bachelor’s degree which includes one 
year of professional education in the 
four years which lead to the bachelor’s 
degree; or 


The provisions of 3 are to take care of 
those already in the profession. Later 
additions to the groups should meet re- 
quirements 1 or 2 as other members of 
the college faculty are required to do. 


3. (a) An education considered by the li- 
brarian as the real equivalent of 
four years college work, plus one 
year of professional education; or 

(b) An informal education equivalent 


S| SMALL COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


On Salaries, Insurance and Annuities, 1929 
ect January, 1929 


If the work is purely clerical, the assistant 
should be designated as a “Non-Professional 
Assistant.” Part-time student assistants are 
not to be included. 

EuGenta ALiin, Compiler. 


Non-Professional 
| Assistants 







































































Student Assistants Total Total Student Retirement 

Mar No. Min. Max. No. hrs. Min. Max. Salaries Budget Enrollment Pension Insurance Library 
a 118 25 2,915.00 5,752.00 450 No No Agnes Scott College 
a 108 35 3,496.00 5,600.00 334 No No Bethany College 
Re 1780 25 33!4 1,887.00 6,260.00 334 No No Centre College 
re 4 800 oaels 1408 30 6,886.70 10,692.32 680 Yes*® Yes® Colby College 
wal Se Are ee ee 4,765.92 432 No Yes® Concordia College 
a 4020 30 5,000.00'* 7,500.00'4 461'5 No No Drury College 
tee 1 75? 483 25 30 3,408.00 6,000.00 350 No No Emporia College 
1800 3 500? 900 308 25 35 10,860.00 22,595.00 440 Yes No Hamilton College 
Ee 468 30 2,996.80 4,735.00 225 No No Hanover College 
Bi 1 Ae 458 15 30 3,500.00 5,750.00 301 No No Hiram College 
. 25 35 ? ? 450 No No Illinois College 
‘ad 488 2,121.00 3,021.00 520" No No Iowa Wesleyan College 
e 728 40" 4,150.00 4,000.00'2 87420 No Yes'® James Millikin Univ. 
wees 1336 30 2,252.75 4,015.00 253 No No McKendree College 
ee 2 7202 1200 1000 35 5,170.00 9,300.00 376 No. Yes® Marietta College 
8 1 1000 8640 25 4,936.39 7,400.00 520 No No Park College 
ee: 1 1300 38% 40 5,450.00 10,950.00 330 No No Reed College 
— 1 2250 27% 3,825.00!8 4,947.00 340 No Yes!# Shurtleff College 
—- 2000 20 30 2,260.00 3,860.00 383 No No Transylvania College 
Be 2 3,400.00 6,055.00'6 400 Yes® No Wabash College 
1500 1 600 96 = .25 5,181.00 7,148.00 668 ? Yes® Wake Forest College 
mm 1 1800 .... 308.25 7,717.74 18,014.75 242 Yes® Yes® Wells College 
Be ? 25 3,701.00 6,300.00 525 No No Willamette Univ. 





1 Credited toward tuition. 


2 Salaries on faculty budget. 


13 Half-time. 
14 Approximate. 


15 Exclusive of day students in music. 


16 Includes a special fund. 


17 Includes summer school students. 


18 Includes student help credited on tuition. 


19 Liability only. 


20 Includes students in conservatory of music. 














Reading 
with a 
Purpose 





A Series of Reading Courses 


Art 
7. A Guide for Music Lovers 
17. Appreciation of Sculpture 
21. Pleasure from Pictures 
23. Architecture 


History and Biography 

3. Ten Pivotal Figures of History 
18. Europe of Our Day 

20. United States in Recent Times 
25. Americans From Abroad 
26. French Revolution in Fiction 
29. Westward American Settlement 
31. Founders of the Republic 
42. George Washington 


Language and Literature 


2. English Literature 

4. Some Great American Books 

19. Poetry of Our Own Times 

24. Modern Essay 

28. Modern Drama 

33. Twentieth Century American Novels 
34. English Drama on the Stage 

35. Good English 

37. French Literature 


Philosophy and Religion 
6. Frontiers of Knowledge 
11. Psychology 
12. Philosophy 
i4. Religion in Everyday Life 
15. Life of Christ 


Science 


_ 


Biology 

9. Physical Sciences 

30. The Stars 

40. Geography 

41. Pivotal Figures of Science 
43. Prehistoric Man 

47. Human Body and Its Care 


Political and Social Science 


5. Economics 

8. Sociology and Social Problems 
10. American Public Opinion 

13. Our Children 

22. American Education 

27. Practice of Politics 

32. Foreign Relations of the U. S. 
38. Young Child 


Useful Arts 


36. Adventures in Flower Gardening 
49. Journalism 











Beginning April Ist 


EADING with a Purpose courses 
may be purchased at quantity 
prices in any assortment of titles.* 


The privilege of assortment gives all 
libraries the same advantage in price, 
equalizes opportunities for service to 
serious readers, and makes it possible 
for the medium sized or small library 
to stock the courses for resale. 


Courses already published are listed 
in the adjoining column. Select the 
titles desired, indicate in the margin 
the number of copies of each to send, 
tear off this sheet, add name and 
address, and mail to A. L. A. To libra- 
ries using this order form a free copy 
of the April Bulletin will be sent to 
replace mutilated copy. 


*Assortments in paper as follows: 
4 copies $1; 10, $2.25; 25, $4.50; 
50, $6.50; 100 or more, $11; each. 


American Library Association 
86 East Randolph Street, Chicago, Illinois 

















